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Statemont ef probable cause concerning an accident which
cocurred te a plane of Wyoming Air Service, Incorperated,
on May 27, 1935 1in the vicinity of Glends, Wyoming

-

Te the Director of Alr Qomerce

On May 27, 1935 at alout 4 05 p.m. a2t a4 point 15 miles South of Glendo,
Tyoming, an alrplane of United Stales regisiry piloted by = licensed airman,
while belng nperated in scheduled ilight carrying mall ard express, accidentally
collided with the grcund with resdltant deavh to the pilot and the complete de-

struction of thes aircraft.

The plane, a Boeings hgnomail. mouel 221-4, bore Department of Commerce li-
cence number NC-725W and was beinz operated by the Wyomirz A1r Service, Incor-
porated. The pilot, alva Lucas, held a transport pilot's license. 1Jo paSsengers
wers carried.

This trip was the south bound flight from Billings, Mont.ne to Cheyenne,
Yyeming, via Shoridan and Casper, Wyeming. Departure from Billings was without

_any unusuzl circumstances, Although weather roports vere nct completie as to

.everal dew voints and barometric readiagzs, they did _ndicaie flyable weather.

At the point where the acciraent occurred, there was & low ceiling, fo, and clouds

lower over the h1ll tops and a Leavy rain.

4 raalo contact was mane WLTl Cheyennc at 3 48 p.m. from a peint 3 miles
gouth ef Douslas. Shortly hefore the time nf tne accident, pecple observed the
plane apparently fellewing liighway WNWe. 185 through the low part of a canyon at
a point about 4 miles NI ef wnere the accident rcourred. The plane was balow the
tops of the canyen walls which are ncd meTe than 230 fect above the highway. TFog
and cleuds were &l%9 below the tavs ol the canyon valls and 1l was raining herd.

It 15 beliesved that the pilet, while daing contact flying, using Highway
Lo 185 as a guide and kucwing that this highuay circled to the right aroand the
hi1ll directly ahsad, elected to fly up inte tnc c¢loud mist and over the hill and
then let down out ef the rist and pieh up the ulghwey agaln en the .ar side of the
hilil.

This hill .s rorse-shoe shaped «nd =t the point wonere the pilot attempted to
fly over was in effecl twe scparate nills. It 1s believed that the pilot 1n
letting down ta pick up the highway agaln misjucged the exact contour of the hill.
Evidence on tne greund indicated thet the plane had siruck the ground while flying
undar normal pawer and with the plane i1n a descending position.

It 1s the rpinion of the asccident Board that tns preobable cause eof this ac-
cident was an accidental ooddasion with the 5rsund while flying low due te ®x
‘fr emely Se¥ere dlocal =94m copdifiuns.
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